
V^S/N 10/8 1^47 REISSUE PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

First Named Inventor: THOMPSON ET AL. Original Patent No.: 6,363,200 Bl 

Original Patent Filing OCTOBER 13, 2000 Original Patent Issue MARCH 26, 2002 

Date: Date: 

Reissue Application MARCH 26, 2004 Attorney Docket No. : 2316.926USRE 
Filing Date: 

Reissue Serial No. : 1 0/8 1 0,547 

Title: OUTSIDE PLANT FIBER DISTRIBUTION APPARATUS AND 

METHOD 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1,8: The undersigned hereby certifies that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 



States Postal Service, as first class mail, with sufficient postage, in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450, Al£Kuidria, VA 22313-1450, on f&Msnbm ,2004. 




REISSUE DECLARATION 
FOR U.S. PATENT 6.363.200 Bl 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

We, Patrick Thompson, Brian L. Johnson, and Anthony L. Tischler, declare as follows: 

1 a. I, Patrick Thompson, am a citizen of the United States of America, 

residing at: 1259 Roma Avenue 

Roseville, Minnesota 551 13. 

b. I, Brian L. Johnson, am a citizen of the United States of America, 

residing at: 7670 Berkshire Way North 

Maple Grove, Minnesota 5531 1. 

c. I, Anthony L. Tischler, am a citizen of the United States of America, 

residing at: 1 1 667 West Point Douglas Road 
Hastings, Minnesota 55033. 



2. We are the original and first inventors of the invention described in Letters Patent 
No. 6,363,200 Bl, granted March 26, 2002, and described and claimed in the present reissue 
application for which we have solicited a reissue patent. 

3. We have reviewed and understand the contents of the specification and claims of 
this application, including new claims 10-34 added by preliminary amendment. We believe the 
above-identified patent is partially inoperative by reason of claiming less than we had the right to 
claim in the patent. Specifically, we believe that we are entitled to broader claims than the 
claims that were presented in the above-mentioned patent. This subject matter is set forth in 
reissue claims 10-34 added as part of this reissue application. It was an error to fail to include in 
the above-identified patent, claims commensurate in scope with those set forth in reissue claims 
10-34. 

4. Specifically, it was an error, for example, not to include a claim such as claim 10, 
which is reproduced below next to original claim 1. Generally, in claim 10, the limitation of "a 
cable clamp" has been deleted and the limitation of "a splicing component 1 ' has been added. It 
was an error not to include such a claim, with the broadened limitation. 



Claim 1 


Claim 10 


1. A connection module comprising: 


10. A connection module comprising: 


a housing including a front and two 
mounting flanges, a rear of the housing 
spaced from the front, a top spaced 
apart from a bottom, the top and the 
bottom positioned adjacent to the 
mounting flanges, and opposed spaced 
apart sides; 


a housing have a front portion and a 
rear portion spaced apart from the front 
portion; 
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a plurality of connection locations 
having exposed openings along the 
front; 


a plurality of connection locations 
having exposed openings disposed in 
the front portion; and 




a splicing component disposed at least 
partially between the connection 
locations and the rear portion, the 
splicing component configured to 
optically connect a fiber optic cable 
that is connected to the module to 
interior cables that are optically 
connected between the splicing 
component and the connection 
locations* 


the bottom, the rear, and the opposed 
sides defining a cable notch region 
wherein the cable notch region defines 
an opening for receiving a first cable; 
and 


the housing further including a lower 
portion having an opening, the opening 
sized to receive a fiber optic cable. 


a cable clamp extending from the rear 
in the cable notch region. 





Also, it was an error, for example, not to include claims such as claims 17-23. Claims 
17-23 recite a method of optically connecting two fiber optic cables through a connection 
module similar to the module of original claim 1 and new reissue claim 10. 

In addition, it was an error, for example, not to include claims such as claims 24-31. 
Claims 24-3 1 recite a distribution frame that includes a plurality of modules similar to the 
module of original claim 1 and new reissue claim 10. 

Further, it was an error, for example, not to include claims such as claims 32-34. Claims 
32-34 recite a method of assembling a distribution frame that includes a plurality of modules 
similar to the module of original claim 1 and new reissue claim 10. 



5. All errors being corrected in this reissue application arose without any deceptive 
intention on our part. 
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6. We acknowledge the duty to disclose information that is material to the 
examination of this application in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a). 



7. We hereby declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of the Title 18 of the 
United States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issuing thereon. " 





j/ Patrick Thompson 



Date: 



Brian L. Johnson 



Date: 



Anthony L. Tischler 
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2. We are the original and first inventors of the invention described in Letters Patent 
No. 6,363,200 Bl, granted March 26, 2002, and described and claimed in the present reissue 
application for which we have solicited a reissue patent. 

3. We have reviewed and understand the contents of the specification and claims of 
this application, including new claims 10-34 added by preliminary amendment. We believe the 
above-identified patent is partially inoperative by reason of claiming less than we had the right to 
claim in the patent. Specifically, we believe that we are entitled to broader claims than the 
claims that were presented in the above-mentioned patent. This subject matter is set forth in 
reissue claims 10-34 added as part of this reissue application. It was an error to fail to include in 
the above-identified patent, claims commensurate in scope with those set forth in reissue claims 
10-34. 

4. Specifically, it was an error, for example, not to include a claim such as claim 10, 
which is reproduced below next to original claim 1. Generally, in claim 10, the limitation of "a 
cable clamp 1 ' has been deleted and the limitation of "a splicing component" has been added. It 
was an error not to include such a claim, with the broadened limitation. 



Claim 1 


Claim 10 


1. A connection module comprising: 


10. A connection module comprising: 


a housing including a front and two 
mounting flanges, a rear of the housing 
spaced from the front, a top spaced 
apart from a bottom, the top and the 
bottom positioned adjacent to the 
mounting flanges, and opposed spaced 
apart sides; 


a housing have a front portion and a 
rear portion spaced apart from the front 
portion; 
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a plurality of connection locations 
having exposed openings along the 
front; 


a plurality of connection locations 
having exposed openings disposed in 
the front portion; and 




a splicing component disposed at least 
partially between the connection 
locations and the rear portion, the 
splicing component configured to 
optically connect a fiber optic cable 
that is connected to the module to 
interior cables that are optically 
connected between the splicing 
component and the connection 
locations* 


the bottom, the rear, and the opposed 
sides defining a cable notch region 
wherein the cable notch region defines 
an opening for receiving a first cable; 
and 


the housing further including a lower 
portion having an opening, the opening 
sized to receive a fiber optic cable. 


a cable clamp extending from the rear 
in the cable notch region. 





Also, it was an error, for example, not to include claims such as claims 17-23. Claims 
17-23 recite a method of optically connecting two fiber optic cables through a connection 
module similar to the module of original claim 1 and new reissue claim 10. 

In addition, it was an error, for example, not to include claims such as claims 24-3 1 . 
Claims 24-3 1 recite a distribution frame that includes a plurality of modules similar to the 
module of original claim 1 and new reissue claim 10. 

Further, it was an error, for example, not to include claims such as claims 32-34. Claims 
32-34 recite a method of assembling a distribution frame that includes a plurality of modules 
similar to the module of original claim 1 and new reissue claim 10. 



5. All errors being corrected in this reissue application arose without any deceptive 
intention on our part. 
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6. We acknowledge the duty to disclose information that is material to the 
examination of this application in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a). 



7. We hereby declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of the Title 18 of the 
United States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issuing thereon. 



Date: 



Patrick Thompson 



Date: 



Brian L. Johnson 
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WRITTEN CONSENT OF ASSIGNEE AND OFFER TO SURRENDER 

UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.178 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

ADC Telecommunication, Inc., the assignee of the entire interest in U.S. Patent No. 
6,363,200 (hereinafter referred to as the '200 patent) hereby assents to the present reissue 
application. The assignee hereby offers to surrender the '200 patent upon issuance of letters 
patent for the present reissue application. Submitted herewith is a Certificate Under 37 C.F.R. 
3.73(b) establishing the requisite ownership and power-to-act rights in connection herewith. The 
undersigned is authorized to sign on behalf of the assignee. 

ADC Telecommunications, Inc. 



Dated: Signed: 



Name: Michael K. Ouyang 
Title: Chief Intellectual Property 
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By: 

Name: (OVS^h^ fa UjlC^ 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 3.73(b) 

ADC Telecommunications, Inc., a corporation having a place of business at Eden Prairie, 
Minnesota, certifies that it is the assignee of the entire right, title and interest in the patent 
identified above by virtue of an assignment from the inventors of patent application Serial No. 
09/122,947, which is the parent application of application Serial No. 09/689,989 that issued as 
U.S. Patent No. 6,363,200 Bl on March 26, 2002. The assignment was recorded in the Patent 
and Trademark Office on September 21, 1998, at Reel 9468, Frame 0080 (copies of the 
assignment and recordation document are attached). The assignment transferred all interest in 
the patent application to ADC Telecommunications, Inc. 

The undersigned has reviewed all the documents in the chain of title of the patent 
application identified above and, to the best of undersigned's knowledge and belief, title is in the 
assignee identified above. 

The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is empowered to sign this statement on 
behalf of the assignee. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true, and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further, that these 



statements are made with the knowledge that willful false statements, and the like so made, are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001, Title 18 of the United States 
Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issuing thereon. 

Please direct all correspondence in this application to Steven C. Bruess: 



MERCHANT & GOULD P.C 
P. O. Box 2903 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612)332-5300 ' 
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M&G2316.926-US-01 

ASSIGNMENT 

WHEREAS, we, Patrick Thompson, residing at 1259 Roma Avenue, Roseville, 
Minnesota 55113, Brian L. Johnson, residing at 7670 Berkshire Way N., Maple Grove, Minnesota 553 1 1 
and Anthony L. Tischler, residing at 1 1667 West Point Douglas Road, Hastings, Minnesota 55033, made 
certain new and useful inventions and improvements for which we filed an application for Letters Patent 
of the United States on July 27, 1998, which is entitled OUTSIDE PLANT FIBER DISTRIBUTION 
APPARATUS AND METHOD, Attorney Docket No. 2316.926-US-01. 

AND WHEREAS, ADC Telecommunications, a corporation organized and existing 
under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Minnesota, and having an office and place of business at 
12501 Whitewater Drive, Minnetonka, Minnesota 55343 (hereinafter "Assignee") is desirous of acquiring 
the entire right, title and interest in and to said inventions, improvements and application and in and to the 
Letters Patent to be obtained therefor, 

NOW THEREFORE, to all whom it may concern, be it known that for and in 
consideration of the sum of One Dollar and other good and valuable considerations, the receipt and 
sufficiency whereof is hereby acknowledged, we have sold, assigned, and transferred, and by these 
presents do sell, assign and transfer unto said Assignee, its successors or assigns, the entire right, title and 
interest for all countries in and to all inventions and improvements disclosed in the aforesaid application, 
and in and to the application, all divisions, continuations, or renewals thereof, all Letters Patent which 
may be granted therefrom, and all reissues or extensions of such patents, and in and to any and all 
applications which have been or shall be filed in any foreign countries for Letters Patent on Ae inventions 
and improvements, including an assignment of all rights under the provisions of the International 
Convention, and all Letters Patent of foreign countries which may be granted therefrom; and we do 
hereby authorize and request the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to issue any and all United 
States Letters Patent for the aforesaid inventions and improvements to the Assignee as the assignee of the 
entire right, title and interest in and to the same, for the use of the Assignee, its successors and assigns. 

AND, for the consideration aforesaid, we do hereby agree that we and our executors and 
legal representatives will make, execute and deliver any and all other instruments in writing including any 
and all further application papers, affidavits, assignments and other documents, and will communicate to 
said Assignee, its successors and representatives all facts known to us relating to said improvements and 



IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 



s day of 



^g^r^g ^~^\t^ n , 1998. 




STATE OF 



COUNTY OF ftvK^p"* 



) 

) ss. 
.) 



On this ^ day of ^HjtU<W^ , 1 998, before me personally appeared Brian L. 
Johnson to me known and known to me to be the person described in and who executed the foregoing 
instrument, and he duly acknowledged to me that he executed the same for the uses and purposes therein 
set forth. 

N<^a y Public ~" " 



[SEAL] 



' i^^^^^^^A^AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA* 

JOEL K. MATTHEWS 

NOTARY PUBLIC - MINNESOTA 




HENNEPIN COUNTY 
My Comm. Expires Jan. 31 . 2000 > 

■ V **VW>AAAAA/VAA*VVVVVWVVV%AyvWV > « 



IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this jO day of 
^OWjOT , 1998. 




Anthony brTischler 



STATE OF 



to* 



COUNTY OF ^^<.pcK ) 



) 

)ss. 



On this \(J^ day of S^f^l**^ 1998, before me personally appeared Anthony L. 
Tischier to me known and known to me to be the person described in and who executed the foregoing 
instrument, and he duly acknowledged to me that he executed the same for the uses and purposes therein 
set forth. 



[SEAL] 



ttAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA A AAAAAAAAAAAAA* 



JOEL K. MATTHEWS 

NOTARY PUBLIC - MINNESOTA \ 
HENNEPIN COUNTY \ 
My Comm. Expires Jen. 31 . 2000 < 
SWwwvvvw^Aywvvvwv^AAAAAywwvi 
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the history thereof and will testify in all legal proceedings and generally do all things which may be 
necessary or desirable more effectually to secure to and vest in said Assignee, its successors or assigns 
the entire right, title and interest in and to the improvements, inventions, applications, Letters Patent, 
rights, titles, benefits, privileges and advantages hereby sold, assigned and conveyed, or intended so to 
be. 

AND, furthermore we covenant and agree with said Assignee, its successors and assigns, 
that no assignment, grant, mortgage, license or other agreement affecting the rights and property herein 
conveyed has been made to others by us and that full right to convey the same as herein expressed is 
possessed by us. 



IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 4^ day of 



5£fTZs*>J&~Z 1998. 




STATE OF 



IK* 



j^Patiick Thompson 



COUNTY OF Weft */ 



) 

) ss. 

.) 



On this ^ day of ^pfa&iN , 1998, before me personally appeared Patrick 
Thompson to me known and known to me to be the person described in and who executed the foregoing 
instrument, and he duly acknowledged to me that he executed the same for the uses and purposes therein 



set forth. 



[SEAL] 



fctmy Public 



k JOEL K. MATTHEW 3 
I NOTARY PUBLIC - MINfcr.":0?A 
/ HENNEPIN COUNTY 
My Coffm Exptrw Jan. 31 . iOOO , 



V 
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